
 

ingly suffering  from what 

Richard Louv (Last Child 

in the Woods) calls 

ònature deficit.ó   

     We all appreciate the 

conveniences that devel-

opment has brought us, 

but those changes have 

brought inconveniences to 

the plants, animals, and 

ecological systems through 

habitat fragmentation, air 

and water quality, and 

other issues.  The Nature 

Center has the potential 

to go above and beyond in 

the future by demonstrat-

ing through education and 

outreach that we can posi-

tively impact the natural 

world not only within park 

boundaries but beyond as 

well.            

Above And Beyond  

A Love of Nature   
      

     This past spring two 

auspicious birthdays re-

lated to natural history and 

ecology were celebrated.  

One was the 300th birth-

day of Carl Linneaus.  Lin-

neaus, born in 1707 in 

Sweden, is often called the 

Father of Taxonomy.  His 

classification system of liv-

ing things and early recog-

nition of ecological rela-

tionships have influenced 

succeeding generations.    

     The second celebration 

was the 100th birthday of 

Rachel Carson.  Silent 

Spring, Carsonõs bench-

mark book opened the 

worldõs eyes to the nega-

tive human impact on the 

environment .   Carson, a 

pioneer ecologist and fe-

male scientist, was truly, 

according to Linda Lear, 

one of Carsonõs biogra-

phers, a òwitness for na-

ture.ó   

     Though separated by 

centuries, these two peo-

ple had a couple of things 

in common:  

a love of 

nature and 

their ability 

to take that 

natural in-

terest and 

curiosity in 

the natural 

world above and beyond 

by making an impact still 

felt today. 

     Over 10 years ago the 

vision of a nature center in 

Southlake developed also 

in large part because of a 

love of nature.  Over the 

ensuing years more resi-

dents, city officials, and city 

staff have seen the value of  

protecting and preserving  

a valuable remnant of the 

rapidly disappearing Cross 

Timbers ecosystem.   

     That land is now an 

integral part of Southlakeõs 

parks and recreation sys-

tem and will soon be avail-

able for everyone to enjoy.  

The land will soon be a 

place for future genera-

tions of children to inter-

act with nature in a world 

that seems to be increas-
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Mayor Andy Wambsganns at construction kickoff at the site of the 
future Bob Jones Nature Center headquarters 

Photo by Nicole Gaither 
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P A G E  2  HIKES  ̧CLASSES  ̧PROGRAMS 

Coyotes in the ôBurbs! 
Saturday, August 11  ̧9:00am 

The Lodge in Southlakeõs  

Bicentennial Park 

400 N. Whites Chapel 
Most of us are accustomed to seeing critters like raccoons, opossums, or skunks sniffing 

around our yards, but how about coyotes?  Not so much.  But they are there.  Hardly any 

animal in America is more adaptable to changing conditions than the coyote who can live just 

about anywhere.  John Davis, Urban Biologist with Texas Parks and Wildlife will speak about 

how we can adapt to sharing the suburbs with the coyote.  Seating is limited to 25.  Please 

RSVP to 817.431.8850. 

Nature Photography Hike with Paul Scudder 
Saturday, September 8  ̧8:00am 

Meet at the Amphitheatre Parking at Bob Jones Park 
Get ready to kick off the 2008 Photography Contest with Paul Scudder, professional photographer, 

Master Naturalist, and Citizen Forester.  Paul will give great tips on what to look for in that award 

winning photograph! 
 

HIKES & PROGRAMS 

For more information on the Hikes & Programs,  

contact Michelle Sager at 817.431.8850.  

Star Party Time! 
Saturday, October 20  ̧Just before dark time!  

Presented by the  

Fort Worth Astronomical Society  

Meet at the Amphitheatre Area at Bob Jones Park 
Volunteers with the FWAS will bring their telescopes and treat participants to the wonders of the Fall sky. 

 



DISCOVERY  

 

The Bob Jones Nature Center offers children a series of 

hands-on activities to learn more about our ecosystem 

known as the Cross Timbers.  Their exploration will in-

clude short hikes, crafts and nature studies while getting 

outside during our beautiful Texas Spring. 
 

Ages:  4ñ12 

Instructor:  Patricia Plantes,  

  Texas Master Naturalist  and  

  Montessori teacher  

Location:    Bob Jones Day Camp picnic shelters  

  Meet at the Bob  Jones Park  

  Amphitheatre (near the Dog Park)  

Fee:  $10 per person/per class  

Class size: Min. 5, Max. 20  

Register:   http://southlake.recware.com  or at City of Southlake Community Services,  

  400 N. Whiteõs Chapel 
 

Sunday, September 9 Å  3:00ñ4:30pm  

Celebrate Grandparents Day! 
Share a nature walk with a special adult and explore the beauty of Bob Jones Park. 

(No cost for that special adult!) 
 

Sunday, September 16 Å 3:00ñ4:30pm  

Make Way for Monarchs! 
Discovering the journey of this magical butterfly as it travels south 

from Canada to Mexico. 
 

Sunday, September 23 Å 3:00ñ4:30pm 

Wet, Wild, and Wonderful! 
Letõs explore creek life and make plaster castings of animal tracks! 

 

Sunday, September 30 Å 3:00ñ4:30pm  

Slither and Crawl, Hop and Leap! 
A look at the reptiles and amphibians living in the park. 

 

Sunday, October 14 Å 3:00ñ4:30pm 

Falling for Leaves! 
Look for clues and colors in our Fall scavenger hunt! 

 

Sunday, October 21 Å 3:00ñ4:30pm 

Birds are Beautiful! 
Learn about the owls, ducks and other birds at the park and make them a special treat. 

 

P A G E  3  HIKES  ̧CLASSES  ̧PROGRAMS 
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2007 Photography Contest�² First Child 
Jacob Taylor 
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