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Risa Bender    Risa is a certified Master Naturalist with the Elm Fork Chapter.  She has volunteered at 

the Raptor Rehabilitation Center at the Heard Museum and with the DFW Wildlife Coalition.   

Elaine Cox  Elaine is on the Parks and Recreation Board and has served as a member of the Southlake 

Parks Development Corporation (SPDC).  A substitute teacher with Carroll I.S.D., she is interested in providing  

venues for students to learn the value of nature. 

Debra Edmondson One of the original members of the BJNC Board of Directors, Debra has served on the 

Southlake Planning and Zoning Commission and is a former City Council member. 

Beth Foss  While fairly new to the area, Beth and her family have already been involved in a number 

of Nature Center programs.    
Milan Georgia Along with a strong belief in preserving open space, Milan has served on a number of 

boards including S.P.I.N. (Southlake Program for the Involvement of Neighborhoods) and Metroport Rotary 

Club.    

Peter Kao  Peter is the Construction Manager for the City of Southlake Community Services Division.  

His extensive background in construction will enhance future master planning of the BJNCP. 

Julie Landesberg A neighbor of the Nature Center and a long-time member of the Southlake Mounted Pa-

trol, Julie has a deep appreciation for the natural history of the Cross timbers.  Julie also serves on the Parks 

and Recreation Board.   

Tamara McMillan Tamara is returning for her second term on the board.  She brings experience, continuity, 

and her business experience to the board. 

Wanda Shafer With a career in public service and administration, Wanda has served on a number of 

boards including United Cerebral Palsy, United Action for the Elderly, the Governorõs Advisory Committee on 

Elderly and Handicapped Transportation, Nolan Catholic High School, and the City of Southlake Library.  

Beatriz Terrazas Beatriz is a free-lance writer and comes with a 19-year career in journalism.  She has 

served on the board of the Dallas Writersõ Garret Literary Center and the Association of Women Journalists.  

Cover photo by   

Joe Lopanoñ 
2008 Photography Winner  
Best In Show 
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2008 ANNUAL MEETING ELECTIONS AND AWARDS 

2008 VOLUNTEER AWARDS  
BOB JONES NATURE CENTER AWARDS  
       Debra Edmondson Volunteer of the Year Award:    

     David Franklin 

       Acorn Champion Award   Kerry Rozes, Peter Rozes, Kristin Jain 

       Acorn Youth Award   Nicole Gaither  

 YOUTH PROJECT RECOGNITION  
         Girl Scout Gold Award:    Lauren Franklin, Nicole Gaither, Karly Wiegel     

        Girl Scout Silver Award :    Daniela Bermea, Delaney Sager, Evelyn Freeman         

        Eagle Scout Award:    Read Bellew, Elliot Grass 

  SPECIAL GROUP RECO GNITION        

        Tarrant County Master Gardeners · Nancy Searl and Sharon Duquemin 

  THE PRESIDENTIAL V OLUNTEER AWARD  
 (through the office of the President of the United States) 

       SILVER LEVEL  
           Kids (14 and younger ð 75-99):  Shelby Goodman, Teressa Young   

     BRONZE LEVEL  
           Kids (14 and younger-50 to 74 hours): Read Bellew    

           Young Adults (15 & older-100-174 hours) Emily Barton, Nicole Gaither  

           Family & Groups (200-499 hours)              Franklin FamilyñDavid, Joan, Lauren & Jenny 

      Sager Family-Michelle, Bob, Delaney & Kelsey 

      Sabre Corporation 

Welcome to the 

newly elected mem-

bers of the Board of 

Directors who will 

serve two -year 

terms.  

 

They will join current 

board members  

Dayle Binder, Debra 

Heath, Patricia  

Griffin, and Carolyn  

Morris.   

 

Many thanks for the 

time, talents, dedica-

tion, and commit-

ment to departing 

board members:  

Dean Campbell 

Cindy Gaither 

Emily Galpin 

Lee Hamilton 

Katrina Peebles 

Paul Scudder 

NEW BOARD MEMBERS 

(l to r) Dave Franklin, Peter Rozes, Kerry Rozes, 

(l to r) Emily Barton, Teressa Young, Shelby Goodman, 

Elliot Grass, Lauren Franklin, Nicole Gaither, Evelyn 

Freeman 
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THANKS FOR THE SUPPORT!  

TAKE A CHANCE TO PRESERVE AND PROTECT! 
Win this gorgeous 14 -karat yellow and white gold necklace set with 

round brilliant diamonds and a natural ruby.  
Take a chance to win this necklace valued at $5,000 and help the  

Bob Jones Nature Center and Southlake Historical Society protect the irreplaceable:  

Southlakeõs history and its natural environment.   Proceeds will be used to enhance the continuing 

programs at the Bob Jones Nature Center and to furnish and to  

provide tours for the Southlake Log Cabin at Bicentennial Park. 

The necklace was designed by Pieter Andries Hye of Pieter Andries Jewelry,  
one of Southlakeõs oldest jewelry establishments and a long-time supporter of the 

Bob Jones Nature Center and the Southlake Historical Society.   
Tickets y $20 each  

Available at the following locations  

BOB JONES NATURE CEN TER · 355 E. BOB JONES ROAD  

SOUTHLAKE PUBLIC LIB RARY · TOWN HALL, 400 MAIN ST.  

OFFICES OF ROXANN TA YLOR  · 640 N. CARROLL AVE., SUITE100  

PIETER ANDRIES JEWEL ERS · 2525 E. SOUTHLAKE B LVD.  

Drawing for this beautiful necklace will be December 22, 2008, 5:00pmñSouthlake Library   

A big bear hug for supporting the Bob Jones Nature Center and  

a tip of the coonskin cap to you for supporting the Southlake Historical Society!  

BUTTERFLY ART BENCHES 
     Look out over the Nature  

Center from the vantage of these 

beautiful benches donated by the Ro-

zes family in memory of Kerry Rozessõ 

father, Chief Steve Nooncaster,  

Mansfield Police Department.  Thank 

you, Kerry, Peter, Isabella, and Alexa!  

Thanks again to the Parks staff for 

setting up the site! 

PICNIC TABLES IN EDUCATION PAVILION 
     Thanks to  a grant from the Southlake Womenõs Club 

and a Matching Funds Grant from the Southlake Parks 

Development Corporation (SPDC), the education pavilion 

at the  Nature Center can now handle classes, groups, 

and picnickers with the addition of four picnic tables, two 

of which are handicap accessible.  Thanks to the Parks 

staff for assembling the tables.   



 

 

4 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Bob Jones Nature Center  

Board of Directors Meetings  
Wednesday, January 21 

Wednesday, February 18 
Wednesday, March 18 

Wednesday, April 15 
All interested persons are invited.   
Meetings begin at 7:00PM. 
 

Second Saturday Club  
For ages 5 through 12ñNo Fee 

Saturday, January 10 
Saturday, February 14 
Saturday, March 14 

Saturday, April 11 

 

Volunteer Trainings  
Monday, January 12 

Thursday, January 15 

 

Great Backyard Bird Count  
Friday, February 13 through  
Monday, February 16 

Events 
Saturday, January 31 

NATURE NOTES:   
Wildspeak!  The Natural History of Birds  
Saturday, February 7 

NATURE NOTES:  
Get Ready for the Great Backyard Bird Count  
Saturday, February 14 

NATURE NOTES:  
Walk and Count with the Birds  

Saturday, February 14 

 

More Nature Notes  
Saturday, March 7 

Composting for Dummies or Let It Rot!  
Saturday, April 18 
Spring Walk in the Meadows  

 

Great American Cleanup  
Saturday, March 7 
 

Southlake Green Day  
Saturday, March 28 
 

OAKS Program  
Sunday, March 15:  Applications Due  
Saturday, March 28:  Training  

Meetings  
Saturday, April 4 
Saturday, April 11 

Saturday, April 18 
Saturday, April 25 
Saturday, May  2 

Saturday, May 9 
Saturday, May 16 
Saturday, May 30 

The calendar and information below are for upcoming programs and speakers.  

An overview of winter/spring educational classes is on page 4. 

 

 
 

The  

Nature Notes  Series is a great way to 
learn the intricacies of the natural world 
from experts.  There is no charge for the 
presentations/walks.  If an outdoor event, 

come prepared for the weather! 
 

Saturday, January 31-1:00pm 

Wildspeak:   

A Natural History of Birds  
Presented by Beverly Guthrie with 

the DFW Wildlife Coalition  
Explore the natural history of birds and their 

role in our urban ecosystems. 
 

Saturday, February 7-6:30pm 

Getting to Know the Birds 

of the Cross Timbers!  
Presented by Dr. Ray Chancellor 
Hone your identification skills to get ready 

for the Great Backyard Bird Count! 

 

Saturday, February 14-8:30am 

Walk and Count  

with the Birds  
Presented by Dr. Ray Chancellor 

Take a walk with Dr. Chancellor for  

practical skills for observing and counting 

the birds. 

 

Saturday, March 8-9:00am 

Composting for Dummies 

or Let It Rot!  
Presented by Charlie Shiner, 

Master Composter 
Learn easy steps to starting a backyard 

compost pile and how to improve your 

compost.  The presentation will be in con-

junction with the Great American Cleanup. 

 

Saturday, April 18-9:00am 

Spring Walk in the  

Meadows 
Presented by Jim Varnum,  

Master Naturalist  
Enjoy the beauties of spring and learn skills 

to identify the flora and fauna.   

  NATURE  
NOTES 



NATURE EDUCATION 

2009 WINTER/SPRING CLASSES 
For a full listing of classes and activities at the Nature Center this fall, check out the 

Southlake Scene at http://southlake.recware.com  .  To register for all classes and ac-

tivities, register on line at http://southlake.recware.com  or go by the Community 

Center at 400 N. White Chapel.  

YOUNG EXPLORERS  
     With Monica Hutchins 

Ages 3 to 5  

Wednesdays-Fridays-9:00am-12:00pm 

January 7 through May 1 

$26 per class 

Enjoy exploring nature with hands-on activi-

ties, science experiments, crafts, music and 

movement, hikes, stories, and nature lessons.  

The curriculum each week will be the same 

each day. 

DISCOVERY PRE -SCHOOL  
     With Patty Griffin 

Ages 3 to 5 

Fridays-1:00pm-4:00pm 

January 9 through April 24 

$26 per class 

The classes provide hands-on opportunities 

that awaken young children to the delights 

and wonders of nature.  Children will spend 

time in the preserve, learning about plants, 

animals, rocks and minerals through crafts, 

games, songs, and live animals. 
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Online registration is not available for the group activities listed be-

low.  Call the City of Southlake at 817.748.8019 for fee information, 

advance reservation requirements, and additional contact  

information.  
 

HOME SCHOOL GROUPS  with Patty Griffin 

     Tuesday afternoons Å1 hour guided tour and program 

PRE-SCHOOL FIELD TRIPS  with Patty Griffin 

     Friday Mornings Å 1 hour guided tour and program 

NATURE CENTER BIRTHDAY PARTIES with Patty Griffin 

      2nd and 4th Saturdays and Sundays- Ages 4ñ12  

SCHOOL GROUPS  
      Tuesday Mornings ÅTour and program based on availability of volunteers 

YOUTH GROUPS  
     Afternoons, Saturdays, Sundays Å Tour and program based on availability of  

     volunteers. 

 

DISCOVERY JUNIOR  
     With Patty Griffin 

Ages 5 to 8 

Thursdaysñ3:30pm-5:00pm 

January 8 through April 30 

$12 per class 

Classes offer a fun after school adventure for 

children.  Each week a different nature theme is 

explored through hikes, crafts, games, and ex-

periments. 

YOUNG EXPLORERS:  

SCIENCE THROUGH  

LITERATURE  
     With Monica Hutchins 

Ages 5 to 7 

Saturdays- 1:00pm-2:30pm 

January 10 through May 23 

$12 per class 

Children will enjoy exploring through hands-on 

activities, science experiments, and nature  

lessons through stories.   

SECOND  

SATURDAY  

CLUB 
     The Second Saturday 

Club meets the second Sat-

urday of each month from 

11:30am to 3:00pm.  The 

Club is sponsored by the 

OAKS youth volunteers and 

is for 5 to 12 year olds.  

The OAKS will provide na-

ture crafts and hiking op-

portunities for participants. 

     There is no charge.  Just 

come on out and enjoy and 

learn more about the Bob 

Jones Nature Center and 

Preserve! 

     For more information, 

call 817.491.6333. 

 

http://southlake.recware.com
http://southlake.recware.com
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BE INVOLVED! 

IDENTIFY WITH NATURE:  JOIN THE OUTDOOR ACTION KIDSñO.A.K.S                               

     Applications for the next OAKS class are due March 15!   Training will be 

Saturday, March 28.  The program will then be each Saturday through May 

30 (no meeting May 23).   

     The O.A.K.S.ñOutdoor Action KidS ñ program provides youth, 

6th through 8th grade, with leadership opportunities in nature as well as 

fostering an appreciation for nature and promoting conservation efforts 

through fun and educational outdoor experiences.  For more information, 

contact Cindy Gaither, bjnc@ci.southlake.tx.us or 817.329.4673.   Applica-

tions are available at the Nature Center and on the BJNC website. 

     Much thanks to all the volunteers who have helped this fall:  Benjamin Vallance, Betsy 

Montoya, Julian Bose, Jacqueline Carney, Valerie ðJacquelineõs Mom, Bruce Rosenstiel, 

Sandy Rosenstiel, Debbie Rosenthal, Margie Burnette, Charlie Shiner, the Phillips family, 

George Poulsen, Jim Varnum, Sandy, Kim, Kantas Bhattasali, Dale King, Alison Reed, Jim 

Reed,  JoAnn Weatherspoon, Cheryl Hartman, Katie Hartman, Nicole Gaither, Cameron 

Cutler, Chad Smith, George Poulsen, Beatriz Terrazas, Elaine Parry, Sam Parry, Beth Foss, 

Matthew Foss, Grace Lee, Noah Austin, Austin Dooley, Lisa Mlinac, and Ben Foss.  You 

have kept the butterfly garden going, neatened up the entrance, deadheaded plants, planted 

bluebonnet seeds, helped with programs, braved the cold, worked on building bat houses 

and bird feeders, donated craft supplies, organized the storage room, and fed the animals.  

Thanks to all the board members who continue to go above and beyond to donate their 

time and efforts!!! 

     Thanks to the Outdoor Education Classes at Carroll Senior High School for helping us 

with lots of program preparation including transforming the sunroom into a mini-Cross 

Timbers forest. 

     Much thanks to Carolyn Morris, Karen Whittaker, and Milan Georgia in promoting and 

decorating a òGreen Treeó to represent the Nature Center for the Greater Southlake 

Womenõs Society Festival of Trees.  Thanks to Carolyn, we were able to have a living tree 

from Callowayõs Nursery!  The Festival was a great success and a great addition to South-

lakeõs Holiday Celebration! 

VOLUNTEER ORIENTATIONS 

Resolved to do more volunteering in 2009?   

Interested in learning about our local ecosystem?  

Ready to share your love of nature and knowledge with all ages?  

Be a Volunteer with the Nature Center!  
ORIENTATIONS HELD AT THE NATURE CENTER  

               MONDA Y, JANUARY 12, 2009ñ9:30AM   

              THURSD AY, JANUARY 15, 2009 ñ7:00PM 
RSVP AND/OR FOR MORE INFORMATIONñ817.491.6333 

THANKS!   THANKS!!   THANKS!   THANKS!  THANKS!  THANKS!  THANKS!  

The Green Tree at the Festival of Trees 



NATURALISTS 

crowned Kinglet, not much larger than a 

Hummingbird, we must wonder how some-

thing so small and beautiful can survive the 

harshness of winter. Instead of sitting around 

trying to stay warm, it is filled with ebullience 

and is in continuous motionñits first identifi-

cation flag.  

     As one walks the trails, brush piles will be 

noticed scattered over the preserve. These 

brush piles are virtual wildlife cities providing 

safety, respite, and food. Cottontails, Skunks, 

Fox, Armadillos, and, on occasion, a Bobcat 

will hunker down in the protection of the 

brush piles on the coldest nights. Each pile is 

almost certain to entertain Bewickõs or Caro-

lina Wrens searching for all kinds of insects 

and spiders on the decaying wood. On rare 

occasions, the House Wren visiting us from 

its northern habitats can be seen secretively 

moving among the dead branches.  

     Nearly all of these birds were not here at 

the start of November and many will begin 

leaving by March. They truly do concentrate 

throughout the Nature Center Preserve dur-

ing the winter. For those who stop to listen 

attentively, it is quickly realized that the birds 

are all around you. Each in its own way pro-

vides a distinctive melody that brightens the 

cloudiest day with song. 

     Even at night, the little Screech Owl, or 

the larger Great Horned and Barred Owls 

are beginning to pair. By the start of February, 

the larger owls will already be sitting on 

eggsñlong before the trees gush forth with 

the verdant greens of Spring. Sitting quietly 

below the stars, we can hear their calls as 

they òemailó each other just checking in to 

see who is on night watch. 

     As we listen to the owls, a beautiful pag-

eant in the heavens is marching across the 

sky. As Jupiter is setting in the west, Saturn is 

returning in the eastern morning sky. Over-

head, the beautiful Andromeda galaxy is in the 

arms of Pegasus. The Ring Nebula in Lyra lets 

us see the remnants of an exploded star from 

a distant past. Myriad globular star clusters  
(contõd on page 11) 

     On 28 November 1858, Henry David Tho-

reau made the following journal entry, "Hear! 

Hear!" screamed the jay from a neighboring tree, 

where I had heard a tittering for some time, 

"Winter has a concentrated and nutty kernel, if you 

know where to look for it."   It is easy to stand on 

the patio at the rear of the Nature Center in 

winter and view the landscape brown and bar-

ren of leaves. It would appear that nature has 

come to a stop and is just waiting for Spring. 

But we just have to look to realize that Winter 

has indeed concentrated itself and provided us 

with a nutty kernel of beauty. 

     Just a year and a half ago, the effects of 

flooding had traumatized the local ecosystem. 

Many of the plants that were so prevalent be-

fore then have not reestablished. Others we 

have not had in abundance for several years 

have come in to fill their ecological role.  Plants 

with names like Pigweed, Fluttermill, Snake Cot-

ton, and Cowpen Daisies have filled spaces be-

tween the patches of Ragweed and Goldenrod. 

Each provides an unimaginable abundance of 

wild bird seed that remains on the stalks or 

covers the ground.   These seeds form a sur-

vival buffet that will feed many of our birds all 

winter. Many of these same seeds will survive to 

continue the natural cycle that we have de-

stroyed over most of the city with develop-

ment. 

     American Goldfinches will move from seed 

pod to seed pod eating òorganicó seeds at the 

Nature Center for several weeks before we see 

them at backyard feeders. White-throated  

Sparrows, White Crowned Sparrows, Lincoln 

Sparrows, Fox Sparrows, Song Sparrows, Field 

Sparrows, Harris Sparrows, and Savannah Spar-

rows feed along the woodland edges eating 

seeds that have already dropped to the ground. 

Some will only fly when you are almost stepping 

on them. Bluebirds will greet visitors with their 

òchirrupó even on the coldest days as they look 

for fruit and insects.  

     For even the most stoic hikers, the sight of 

the black, white, and bright russet colors of the 

Spotted Towhee will leave a beautiful memory 

for years to come. When we see the tiny Ruby-
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WINTERõS TAPESTRY 
Dr. Ray Chancellor, Ph.D. 

Dr. Chancellor is a 

Southlake resident,  

retired educator,  

photographer, artist, 

naturalist, and  

founder of the  

Southlake  

Ornithological Society.  

He is also a  

member of the Bob 

Jones Nature Center. 



 
 

ble leaves of our dreaded, invasive vine 

known as greenbrier. 

     Leaves of snailseed vine are alternate, 

simple, and usually longer than wide and, 

additionally, known to 

be extremely variable 

in shape, toothing, 

lobing and size.  Leaf 

size averages 1-1.5 

inches wide by 2-2.5 

inches long.  How-

ever, once you detect 

the berries in Octo-

ber, you can be as-

sured that it is not 

greenbrier. 

     For example, snail-

seed fruit is normally 

a cluster of bright red 

berries; greenbrier 

fruit is purplish-black.  

Snailseed vine is small 

in stem diameter, 

flexible, controllable, 

and thornless.  

Greenbrier vine stem 

is large, stout, cov-

ered in unrelenting 

thorns, and attaches 

to its victims by 

means of tendrils.  

Look for snailseed in 

thickets, prairies, roadsides, and disturbed 

sites throughout Texas during fall and win-

ter. 

     Learning to identify this harmless peren-

nial vine enables us to protect, appreciate, 

and utilize it in our landscape.  Not only is 

snailseed a food source for birds, but the 

vibrant red-colored berries are capable of 

warming our hearts while the season is 

changing.   

     Enjoy. 
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NATURALISTS 

     As our wildflowers are gathering energy to 

resurface in early spring, our attention is drawn 

to colorful fruits of our native flowers, shrubs, 

vines and trees.  Some of these plants may have 

provided flowers too 

small or insignificant to 

attract our interest last 

spring but now are pro-

ducing fruit that is worthy 

of a second glance.  One 

plant that fits into this 

category is American 

beautyberry (Callicarpa 

americana) that has tiny 

pale pink flowers in the 

spring and gorgeous, pel-

let-sizem  fushia-pink col-

ored fruit in the fall.  An-

other native plant that 

you may have missed in 

the spring with its tiny 

yellow flowers is now 

taking front seat with its 

vibrant, shiny red berries.  

Its common name is snail-

seed or Carolina snail-

seed (Cocculus carolinas). 

     Some fruits blend in 

with the fall foliage, and 

yet others are enhanced 

by the foliage.  Such is the 

case with snailseed.  The 

name is derived from the Greek word 'coccus' 

meaning berry.  If you remove the fleshy coating 

of the mature seed, you'll see that the stone or 

seed is shaped and designed like a small snail.  

Don't miss it. 

     Snailseed vine clings to anything that enables 

it to climb upward.  It can be found covering 

fences, shrubs, tree trunks, and even attempting 

to trellis on tall native grasses, in full sun or part 

shade.  More often than not, the vine may be 

clipped, mowed, or sprayed in an attempt to 

eliminate it before fruiting since its leaves resem-

WILDFLOWERS-OF-TEXAS 
Dorothy Brown Thetford 

Common name:  Carolina Snailseed 

Botanical name: Cocculus carolinas 

Family:  Menispermaceae 

Dorothy, a certified Master 

Naturalist, past president of 

Trinity Forks Chapter of Native 

Plant Society and Upper Clear 

Creek Wildlife Mgmt. Assoc., 

enjoys photographing native 

plants of Texas.  Her 

"Wildflowers-of-Texas" greeting 

card line is now available in our 

BJNC Gift Shop. She may be 

contacted at 940-382-9344. 

 
Photo by  
Dorothy Brown Thetford  

Texas Cooperative Extension                             

Texas Parks & Wildlife  Department 
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NATURALISTS 

W ILDLIFE  HOTLINE  

972.234.WILD (9453)  

www.dfwwildlife.org  
Providing Solutions for  

Injured Wildlife  

Orphaned Wildlife  

Wildlife Conflicts  

Wildlife Information  

Coyote Sighting Reports  

Wildspeak! Educational Programs  

DFW Wildlife Coalition,  

a non-profit volunteer operated wildlife hotline 

from 7:00am -10:00pm 

365 days / year 

¶ Provide habitat by 

building a stone wall, 

keeping a compost 

pile, allowing grass to 

grow tall or maintain-

ing a brush pile 

where city codes  

      permit.  

¶ Maintain a pond to 

provide a water 

source for all wildlife.  

¶ Use only organic fer-

tilizer and avoid pes-

ticides.  

¶ Buy only captive bred 

reptiles and do not 

take reptiles from 

the wild.  

¶ Help turtles cross the 

road safely.  

¶ Participate n Texas 

Parks and Wildlife 

Departmentõs Citizen 

Science studies for 

box turtles and 

horned lizards ñ 

      go to   

      www.tpwd.state.tx.us  

      for more information.  

¶ Call 972.234.9453 for 

answers to reptile 

questions or to  

      report a sick or  

      injured reptile.   
 

Source:  DFW Wildlife Coalition 

BOB JONES NATURE CENTER TO HOST INVADERS OF TEXAS WORKSHOP 
Volunteer Groups Are Encouraged to Attend! 

     The Nature Center will be hosting and òInvaders of Texasó workshop, Saturday, May 2, 9:00am-

4:00pm.   A unique program by the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Institute, the workshop trains 

volunteer citizen scientists to detect invasive plants, The rise of biological invasions by harmful ex-

otic species of plants and animals is a growing and very real problem. Exotic species ñ organisms 

that evolved in one area of the world that now occur in other areas ñ are becoming increasingly 

worrisome. One reason behind the worry is that we, humans, are the major intentional and/or un-

witting agent of transportation for these marauding plants and animals.  

     The Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center is one of many public agencies and private organiza-

tions working to confront this problem. Its research staff has been identifying the scope and spread 

of invasives in our region. The Wildflower Center is also facilitating collaborations among local, 

state and national entities involved in invasive species monitoring and management.  

     The first national pilot program of òInvaders,ó developed by a consortium of botanic gardens, 

natural history museums, zoos, and aquaria in partnership with Sea Studios Foundation, National 

Geographic, and Vulcan Productions was launched when National Geographic's Strange Days on Planet 

Earth TV series premiered its opening episode about invaders on PBS. 

     The first Invaders program, Invaders of the Sonoran Desert Region, was developed by the Ari-

zona-Sonora Desert Museum (ASDM) also with Sea Studios Foundation, National Geographic, and 

Vulcan Productions.  With training, volunteers can help detect invaders' arrival and dispersal in their 

own local areas. They can deliver that information into a national database and to those who can do 

something about it.  

     If you or your group are interested, please contact the Nature Center at 817.491.6333.  More 

information on the workshop will be forthcoming.  For more information on the Texas Invaders 

Program, visit www.texasinvasives.org. 
Source:   www.texasinvasives.org 

REPTILE  

ACTION 

CHECKLIST  



FEBRUARY 13 

THROUGH  

FEBRUARY 16 
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GET PREPARED 

WITH  

NATURE NOTES! 
 

Saturday, January 31  

1:00PM 

Wildspeak!   

The Natural History of 

Birds 

 

Saturday, February 7  

6:30pm  

Getting to Know the 

Birds 

 

Saturday, February 14  

Walk and Count the 

Birds 

 

PLAN TO VISIT  

AND COUNT  
During facility use hours, 

there will be identification 

books available and a com-

puter will be ready to en-

ter your counts.  There 

will also be crafts for the 

kids! 

 

     The òGreat Backyard Bird Countó, spon-

sored locally in February by the Bob Jones Na-

ture Center, is rapidly approaching.   Many 

Southlake residents will be participating in this 

fun event that can involve the whole family.  

Even though it is late in the year it is still a 

good time to begin preparations with a 

planned back yard winter feeding program. 

Not only will a feeding program allow observ-

ing many birds up close, it will augment the 

primary habitat formed by backyards and 

neighborhood plantings. 

     Before hanging a feeder, follow a few hints 

to make your experience more enjoyable and 

more healthful and safe for the birds. First, 

determine if you have squirrels in your 

neighborhood or not. If you do not, your 

choice of feeders is almost unlimited including 

the òattach to your windowó feeders. 

Where squirrels are present, it is cer-

tainly advisable to use òsquirrel freeó 

feeders even if they are a lit more ex-

pensive. (They will save you a lot of 

money over the years!) 

     Birds do not hear a dinner bell 

when you first hang feeders. As a re-

sult, it may take several weeks before 

the birds find your feeder.  Bird feed-

ers should be placed not far from pro-

tective cover such as shrubs, wood 

piles, or even hung at the corner of the 

house.  The feeders create an unnatural situa-

tion where a greater concentration of birds 

congregate than one would find in nature. For 

birds and animals that prey on birds, the feeder 

becomes a nice dinner table.  Placement of 

feeders near protective cover allows the birds 

to flee quickly to safety.  On these cold days, 

available non-frozen water in a birdbath or 

container also entices birds to come to the 

area of the feeder. 

     Initially, expect the locals like the Cardinals, 

Chickadees, Blue Jays, Titmice, and House 

Sparrows. All of these dine on black oil sun-

flower seed.  Watch the feeders carefully and 

as soon as you have birds coming to the 

feeder, there are two things one can do that 

will increase the number of birds dramatically 

in most Southlake backyards; (1) add a thistle 

feeder using niger (òthistleó) seed, and (2) 

spread one of the òwild birdó seed mixes on 

the ground near the hanging feeders.  The this-

tle feeder is primarily for the American Gold-

finches and Pine Siskins that spend each winter 

with us. 

     The spreading of òwild birdó seed on the 

ground will bring the ground feeding birds like 

the White-throated Sparrow, Junco, Field 

Sparrow, Morning Dove, Inca Dove, House 

Finch, Purple Finch, and yes, maybe even a 

White Winged Dove which is becoming much 

more common in the area. The òwild birdó 

seed is probably one of the most common 

seeds you find in the stores and it comes un-

der many names. A good òwild birdó bird seed 

will have white and red millet, canary seed, 

niger seed, a small amount of sunflower seed, 

and possibly some flax seed. Note that òno 

wasteó seeds are best used in feeders and are 

not really very economical to spread on the 

ground. The hulled seeds will get better results 

on the ground. 

     Using this combination of feeders with wa-

ter and a good proximity to safety will bring in 
(contõd on page 11) 

The Great Backyard Bird Count, a Citizen Science project jointly sponsored by the Cornell 

Lab of Ornithology and the Audubon Society (www.birdsource.org) is an annual four-day 

event that engages bird watchers of all ages in counting birds to create a real-time snapshot 

of where the birds are across the continent. Anyone can participate, from beginning bird 

watchers to experts. It takes as little as 15 minutes on one day, or you can count for as long 

as you like each day of the event. Itõs free, fun, and easyñand it helps the birds . The Bob 

Jones Nature Center is a local ambassador for the project and will be open to host counters 

and computer input during the Count.  

GET READY FOR THE BIRDS OF WINTER 
The following article on preparing your backyard feeders for the winter birds is a reprint of an article by Dr. Ray Chancellor.   

Plan to attend Dr. Chancellorõs February 7th and 14th presentations! 

GREAT BACKYARD BIRD COUNT 

Photograph of a Mississippi Kite 

taken by LouAnn Heath in her 

driveway this past September. 


