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     The Nature Center is a reality!  The Grand 

Opening has come and gone.  The Annual Pho-
tography Contest was great!   Camp Summer 
Oaks has had eight weeks of lots of little people 
coming out to experience science, nature, and 

art amidst nature.   Weõre getting ready for fall 
classes, programs, and speakers.  We have re-
ceived grants from the Greater Southlake 

Womenõs Society, Southlake Newcomers Club, 
and Southlake Womenõs Club.  Their assistance 
will help us with furnishings both inside and out! 

     I think I have said it before:  weõve still only 
just begun, even after at least 15 years when the 
vision was first conceptualized.  The City of 

Southlake and the region now have this won-
derful natural preserve that will one day be right 
in the middle of the ever growing DFW 

Metroplex.  Our children and our childrenõs 
children will appreciate, hopefully even more 
than we do, this treasure. 

     The BJNC Annual Meeting, Sunday, Oc-
tober 19 is quickly approaching.  The Nominat-
ing Committee is looking for several new board 

members to add new energy and new ideas for 
the next phase of the journey to create a re-
gionally significant center of environmental edu-

cation and preservation.  If you are interested, 
please contact our new e-mail address at 
bjnc@ ci.southlake.tx.us.   
     If you want to get involved but not at the 

board level, contact us at the same address.  
We are looking for volunteers to help with pro-
gramming, trail development, and other educa-

tional opportunities.  Several volunteer orienta-
tions are plannedñcheck out the dates in this 
newsletter. 

     Thank you does not express a smidgen of 
the appreciation for all those who have helped 
in many ways to achieve a viable facility and to 

preserve a remnant of the Cross Timbers eco-
system.   I canõt say enough about the BJNC 
Board.  They have had the passion, the determi-

nation and shared thousands of hours to see the 
facility come to life.  From the City of Southlake 
leadership and staff to the volunteers who 

helped out during the Grand Opening and eve-
ryone who took the time to come out and cele-
brate the ònewest nature center in the 

neighborhood,ó the nature center would not 
have happened without you. 
     Come out to visit soon and often and con-
tinue to stay involved!!   

Emily Galpin 
      

Cover photo by  
Teddi Zonker-Visser 

Adult, 2nd Place 

2008 BJNC Photo Contest 
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PRESIDENTõS POSTING 

Photo by Joe Lopano 
Adult, Best of Show  

2008 BJNC Photo Contest 

Photo by Kyle Fondon 
Child, 2nd Place 

2008 BJNC Photo Contest 

Photo by Steve Yauch 
Adult, 1st Place 

2008 BJNC Photo Contest 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Bob Jones Nature Center  

Board of Directors Meetings 
Wednesday, August 20 
Wednesday, September 17 

Wednesday, November 19 
All interested persons are invited.  
Note that the August 20 meeting 

begins at 6:30PM.  All other meetings 
begin at 7:00PM. 
 

Outdoor Action KidS (OAKS) 
Saturdays, August 30ñOctober 25 
10:00AM-12:30PM except  

October 4ñ2:00PM-5:00PM 
 

Nature Reading Trail Kickoff  
Saturday, September 6 
10:00AMñ12:00 Noon 

Girl Scout Gold Award Candidate 
Karly Weigel will be at the Nature 
Center to kick off her project:  Na-

ture Reading Trail.  The project 
encourages 5 to 12 year olds to read 
books about nature.  The Nature 

Center is also sponsoring a book 
donation exchange in conjunction 
with Karlyõs project.  Donate a na-

ture book on September 6; receive a 
coupon to exchange for another 
nature book September 13.  
 

Volunteer Trainings 

Monday, September 8 
10:00AM-12:30PM 
Thursday, September 11 

7:00PM-12:30PM 
Saturday, September 13 
10:00AM-12:30PM 
Volunteer and learn!  Attend the 

training to assist with upcoming 
educational programs. 
 

Harvest Fest 
Saturday, October 4 

2:00PM-5:00PM 
The City of Southlake and the Bob 
Jones Nature Center are pairing up 

to present the annual Harvest Fest 
celebration at the Nature Center.  
Plan to come out to enjoy the com-

ing of autumn to the Cross Timbers! 
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The calendar and information below are for upcoming programs and speakers.  An overview 

of fall educational classes is on page 4. 

Bob Jones Nature Center 

Annual Meeting and  
Nature Notes Speaker Series 
Sunday, October 19 

4:30PM-7:00PM 
Along with the business meeting of 
the BJNC organization, Steven 

Chamblee with Chandor Gardens 
will present a program òMonarchs to 
Mexico.ó 
 

Family Adopt-A-Saturday 
Saturdays, NovemberñFebruary 

This new program encourages fami-
lies to come out to the Nature Cen-
ter on scheduled Saturdays to care 

for the animals inside and out of the 
nature Center.  Feed a bearded 
dragon, fill bird feeders, make sure 

the turtles have enough water.   
 
Family Adopt-A-Saturday Training 

will be provided on Saturday; Octo-
ber 18 and October 25, 10:00AM. 
 

Holiday Celebration  
Saturday, November 22 

5:30PM-8:30PM 
Come out to Town Square to enjoy 
the lighting of the community holiday 

tree and enjoy activities including 
decorating gift bags with the Bob 
Jones Nature Center volunteers. 

Photo by Matthew Foss  
 Child, 3td Place 

2008 BJNC Photo Contest 



NATURE EDUCATION 

2008 Fall Classes 
For a full listing of classes and activities at the Nature Center this fall, check out the 

Southlake Scene at http://southlake.recware.com  .  To register for all classes and activi-
ties, register on line at http://southlake.recware.com  or go by the Community Center 
at 400 N. White Chapel.  

YOUNG EXPLORERS  
     With Monica Hutchins 

Ages 3 to 5  
Wednesday through Fridays-9:00am-12:00pm 
September 10 through December 19 

$26 per class 
Enjoy exploring nature with hands-on activi-
ties, science experiments, crafts, music and 

movement, hikes, stories, and nature lessons.  
The curriculum each week will be the same 
each day. 

DISCOVERY PRE -SCHOOL  
     With Patty Griffin 

Ages 3 to 5 
Fridays-1:00pm-4:00pm 
September 12 through December 19 

$26 per class 
The classes provide hands-on opportunities 
that awaken young children to the delights 

and wonders of nature.  Children will spend 
time in the preserve, learning about plants, 
animals, rocks and minerals through crafts, 
games, songs, and live animals. 
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Online registration is not available for the group activities listed 
below.  Call the City of Southlake at 817.748.8019 for fee  

information, advance reservation requirements, and additional 

contact information.  
HOME SCHOOL GROUPS  
     With Patty Griffin 
     Tuesday afternoons Å1 hour guided tour and program 

PRE-SCHOOL GROUPS  
     With Patty Griffin 
     Friday Mornings Å 1 hour guided tour and program 

NATURE CENTER BIRTHDAY PARTIES  
      With Patty Griffin 
      2nd and 4th Saturdays and Sundays- Ages 4ñ12 (based on birthday youthõs age) 

SCHOOL GROUPS  
      Wednesday Mornings ÅTour and program based on availability of volunteers 

YOUTH GROUPS  
     Afternoons, Saturdays, Sundays Å Tour and program based on availability of  
      volunteers. 

 

 

DISCOVERY JUNIOR  
     With Patty Griffin 

Ages 5 to 8 
Thursdaysñ3:30pm-5:00pm 
September 4 through December 18 

$12 per class 
Classes offer a fun after school adventure for 
children.  Each week a different nature theme is 

explored through hikes, crafts, games, and ex-
periments. 

YOUNG EXPLORERS:  

SCIENCE THROUGH  

LITERATURE  
     With Monica Hutchins 

Ages 5 to 7 
Saturdays- 1:00pm-2:30pm 
$12 per class 

Children will enjoy exploring through hands-on 
activities, science experiments, and nature les-
sons through stories.   

 

Photo by Bailey Spraggins 

Child, 2nd Place 

2008 BJNC Photo Contest 

http://southlake.recware.com
http://southlake.recware.com
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 GIFTS OF NATURE  

Natureõs Nest       
The BJNC Gift Shop 

               Nature Note Cards  ·   Wind Chimes  

Handmade Walking Sticks  

Childrenõs Educational Toys  

BJNC T-shirts and Hats for Youth 

and Adults  

Handmade Nature Jewelry  

Reusable Grocery Bags  

Butterfly Kites  

Limited Edition Prints -      

             òBirds of the Cross Timbersó 

Candles   ·   Handmade Soaps  

Special thanks to Katrina Peebles, Dayle Binder, Peter and Kerry Rozes, and Kristin Jain for òNatureõs  Nest.ó 
For information about òNatureõs Nest,ó contact Gift Shop Chairpersons  

Katrina Peebles or Dayle Binder at bjnc@ci.southlake.tx.us. 

Win this gorgeous 14 -karat yellow and white gold necklace 

set with round brilliant diamonds and a natural ruby.  

A necklace that your family will treasure.  
Take a chance to win this necklace valued at $5,000 and help the Bob Jones Nature 

Center and Southlake Historical Society protect the irreplaceable:  
Southlakeõs history and its natural environment.   Proceeds will be used to enhance 

the continuing programs at the Bob Jones Nature Center and to furnish and to  

provide tours for the Southlake Log Cabin at Bicentennial Park.  

The necklace was designed by Pieter Andries Hye of Pieter Andries Jewelry,  
one of Southlakeõs oldest jewelry establishments and a long-time supporter of 

the  Bob Jones Nature Center and the Southlake Historical Society.   
Tickets y $20 each  

Available at the following locations beginning Monday, August 18, 2008  
BOB JONES NATURE CEN TER · 355 E. BOB JONES ROAD  

SOUTHLAKE PUBLIC LIB RARY · TOWN HALL, 400 MAIN ST.  

OFFICES OF ROXANN TA YLOR  · 640 N. CARROLL AVE., SUITE100  
PIETER ANDRIES JEWEL ERS · 2525 E. SOUTHLAKE B LVD.  

The drawing for this beautiful necklace will be Christmas 2008.   

What a great holiday gift this would make!   
A big bear hug for supporting the Bob Jones Nature Center and  

a tip of the coonskin cap to you for supporting the Southlake Historical Society!  

Take a Chance to Preserve and Protect!  

Bring this 

page in for a 

10% discount 

on gift shop 

items!!!!! 
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VOLUNTEERS 

Outdoor Action KidSñO.A.K.S                                

Youth Volunteer Achievements at the Nature Center 

¶ Nicole Gaither :  Nominated by the Girl Scouts of Texas-Oklahoma Plains Council for the  

       National Girl Scouts 2008 Distinguished Young Women Award for developing the OAKS project at     

       BJNC for her Gold Award. 

¶ Lauren Franklin :  Completed her Girl Scout Gold Award with the Butterfly Gardenñfirst 

started by Troop 4024 for their Bronze Award and Troop 4020 for their Silver Award. 

¶ Read Ballew Jr.:  Completed his Eagle Scout Award to resolve a drainage problem at the 

BJNC&P. 

¶ Delaney Sager and Daniela Bermea:  Completed their Silver Award with a puppet and 

book library . 

The O.A.K.S.  - Outdoor Action Kids of Southlake ñ 

program provides youth, 6th through 8th grade, with 
leadership opportunities in nature as well as fostering 
an appreciation for nature and promoting conserva-

tion efforts through fun and educational outdoor ex-
periences.  For more information, contact Cindy 
Gaither, bjnc.ci.southlake.tx.us or 817.329.4673.  

Study nature,  

love nature,  
stay close to nature.  

It will never fail you.  

Frank Lloyd Wright 

Thanks to the Summer Teen Volunteers at  

Camp Summer Oaks/Nature Center!!!!! 

Troy Angeli ñMorgan Barnhart ñEmily Barton ñ Blake Beallñ Brian Becker ñJoe 

Cardillo ñ Jenny ChangñCarly Cox ñ Meaghan FieldsñShelby GoodmanñPaige Haneyñ
Austin Halverson ñJenna KleimanñBasil Kostorasñ Daniel Martinez ñAvery Masonñ
Katie McTighe ñ Chris Mochulski ñRich MochulskiñColleen Murphy ñ T. Myaymasjavñ 

Megan Osborneñ Nico ScalzosñShara SharifñPaul ToselloñTeressa YoungñZack Slavik  

Volunteer Orientations 
Have some extra time this fall?  Interested in learning and volunteering?   

Be a Volunteer with the Nature Center!  
ORIENTATIONS HELD AT THE NATURE CENTER  

Monday, September 8 - 10:00am 

Thursday, September 11 - 7:00pm  

Saturday, September 13 - 10:00am 
For more information and to sign up, call 817.491.6333 or e -mail bjnc@ci.southlake.tx.us.  

(l to r) Nicole Gaither, Daniel Robe, Matt Foss, Ciara McMurry 



 

     Congratulations to the winners of this yearõs con-

test and thanks to all who participated!  
     Thanks to this yearõs contest sponsor, Sproutõs 
Farmers Market!  

     Check out all the photographs in this yearõs con-
test!  The photographs from the contest are cur-
rently displayed at the City of Southlake Library.   

     Be looking for the latest notecards from the pho-
tography contest in òNatureõs Nest,ó the Nature 
Centerõs gift shop.   

 

Best of Show  
Joe Lopano 

 

Adult  
1stñSteve Yauch  

2ndñTeddi Zonker -Visser 
3rdñTyler Totin  

 

Teen  
1stñCiara McMurry  

2ndñMadison McClellan  

3rdñJacob Duenckel 
 

Child  
1stñKyle Fondon  

2ndñBailey Spraggins  

3rdñMatthew Foss  
 

Thanks also to all the entrants!  
Arlene Duenckel  

Mariah King  
Angela Kwentus  

Audrey Kwentus  
Jacquelin Kwentus  
Steven McClendon  

Olivia Ortho  
Delanie Sager  
Kelsey Sager 

Laura Spitler  
Christine Yauch  
Angela Williams  

Raymond Williams  
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2008 PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST 

Photo by Tyler Totin  
Adult, 3rd Place 

2008 BJNC Photo Contest 

 

2009 Contest   · October 1, 2008 ñ May 1, 2009 

Be looking for the entry form at www.bjnc.org  

Photo by Jacob Duenckel 
Teen, 3rd Place 

2008 BJNC Photo Contest 

 

Photo by Ciara McMurry  
Teen, 1st Place 

2008 BJNC Photo Contest 



NATURALISTS 
 

sheer joy of discovery. The City has provided 

the framework for all those things to happen 
through the Bob Jones Nature Center and 
Preserve (BJNC&P). More importantly, all can 

watch a piece of our city rebuild itself to again 
function as a viable part of the existing South-
lake Cove Ecosystem. 

     Summer is filled with heat and a lot of 
òweedsó. Travel with me for a moment and 
see what is being missed. Let us build our 

own mental symphony of the New World. 
Arrive at the BJNC&P as early as possible. 
Gates open at 8:00 am. The trails are de-
signed for traffic to flow counterclockwise. 

Go clockwise to flow with the bright morning 
sun. The symphony begins immediately. The  
air is filled with sounds of many birdsñeach 

providing an orchestral section. The beautiful 
Painted Buntings with their red, blue, and 
iridescent green bodies start us with flair. 

Their joyful, melodious song creates the 
opening theme. Indigo Buntings, fewer in 
number, chime in to form a òbunting duetó.  

Carolina Chickadees and Blue-gray Gnat-
catchers, Bewickõs Wrens and Carolina 
Wrens add a rhythm with strident tones that 

announce their presence. Then, like soft per-
cussion, the Yellow-billed Cuckoo changes 
the tempo with its staccato clucking of simple 

cooing. The Eastern Phoebe gives location 
with its òsee meó call. It is countered by the 
Red-eyed Vireo wanting equal attention with 

its òLook here, up here, see meó plaintive call.  
The White-eyed Vireo sounds like an irritated 
conductor scolding one section and then an-

other. Next, of course, the Brown Thrasher 
has to add its òcluckó call as if to complain of 
all the noise.  
     These many beautiful birds, found in very 

few backyards, are here because of the floral 
diversity that creates the backdrop for our 
symphony.  In that diversity is found food, 

protection, and nesting areas. The Pokeberry, 
a staple of pioneer salads and ink, is poison-
ous but is at maximum beauty with its deep  

 
(contõd on page 11) 

     Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote, òWhat is a 

weed? A plant whose virtues have not yet been 
discovered.ó  During the summer, we have a 
natural tendency to mentally turn off what is 

happening in nature around us. The soft colored 
flowers of spring have evolved into what we mis-
takenly think of as the harsh òweedsó of summer.  

As a result, we often miss a beautiful seasonal 
stage that nature provides. We are blessed in 
Southlake by still having a remnant of a large eco-

system made of primarily Corps of Engineers 
property that, at least thus far, has eluded mas-
sive construction and development.   
     The Bob Jones Nature Center is positioned 

adjacent to this vestigial ecosystem.  The prop-
erty once belonging to the Tucker family was 
used as farmland and pasture as was most land in 

the area.  Heavy use in days past along with the 
planting of coastal Bermuda grass reduced the 
land to less than a quarter of its wildlife support-

ing potential.  The land eventually fell into disuse 
and was allowed to go fallow. The City of South-
lake then purchased the land in a move to con-

solidate òparkó Land.  The Citizens of Southlake 
should be proud that their leaders had the vision 
to purchase this land and make it into what we 

now know as the Bob Jones Nature Center and 
Preserve.  The Center is a place where science 
education opportunities can be provided for citi-

zens of all ages. It is a place where, in its solitude, 
indigenous flora and fauna can once again flour-
ish. 

     In 1893, Anton²n DvoŔ§k composed The Sym-
phony No. 9, in E Minor "From the New 
World" (Op. 95). It is commonly called New 

World Symphony and was written to describe in 
music the colorful history of America. It is a 
moving and incredibly beautiful piece of music. 
One cannot but wish there was a comparable 

piece of music which could substitute for words 
and still convey the powerful natural history of a 
parcel of preserved land like Bob Jones Nature 

Center as it renews itself. 
     Children today seldom get to experience 
science as a scientist does; seldom get to develop 

hypothetico-deductive reasoning skills using 
hands on research; or seldom experience the 
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                 Natureõs Symphony                  
                                        Dr. Ray Chancellor 

Dr. Chancellor is a 

Southlake resident,  

retired educator,  

photographer, artist, 

naturalist, and  

founder of the South-

lake Ornithological So-

ciety.  He is also a mem-

ber of the Bob Jones 

Nature Center!  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anton%C3%ADn_Dvo%C5%99%C3%A1k


 

 

     Not only is the flower attractive from 

the top side, but is just as beautiful from the 
back side.  The underside ridges are whitish 
in color and create yet another star-shaped 

design. 
     If you're not im-
pressed with foliage or 

flower, wait for the 
fruit to mature.   Silver-
leaf produces a 3/8 inch 

diameter fruit which 
appears to be perfectly 
round, truly resembling 
the marbles of our 

childhood games.   
From a green color, 
they evolve into a yel-

low-green, and then 
mature into varying 
shades of gold, rust, and 

bronze, clinging to the 
plant for months. Truly 
attractive. 

     History reports that 
the fruits were used by 
Southwestern Indians in 

making cheese, treating 
sore throat and tooth-
ache, and, when mixed 

with cream was claimed to cure poison ivy. 
More recent reports indicate that seeds are 
a source of solasodine, used in the commer-

cial manufacture of steroidal hormones.  
However, the plant has been eradicated in 
pastures because it can be lethally poisonous 

if eaten by livestock. 
     This native is found throughout Texas in 
disturbed and neglected soils, and may be 
considered a weed until its uniqueness is 

appreciated.  Add a few seeds to your flow-
erbed, or enjoy the large colonies of this 
beautiful wildflower now in full bloom along 

our Texas roadsides. 
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     For those wildflowers that grow easily, need 

no maintenance, survive our Texas heat and 
drought conditions, and are propagated by na-
ture's winged pollinators, this hurry-scurry gen-

eration should be grateful. 
     Case in point is a seldom 
recognized, misidentified, 

unappreciated native wild-
flower of Texas that contin-
ues to produce a unique 

flower during most of our 
June-through-October 
growing season. 
     From the Nightshade 

Family, Solanaceae, this 
sleeper is commonly called 
silver-leaf nightshade, and is 

easily identified by its pale, 
silvery-green leaves.  The 
multitude of stellate hairs 

provides the  silvery color.  
Each leaf is three to four 
inches long and less than an 

inch wide, alternate, oblong-
lanceolate, and has slightly 
wavy edges.  Very small, and 

very sparse, prickles may be 
found on the underside of 
the leaf. 

     Silver-leaf may have one or several erect sil-
very-green stems averaging eighteen inches tall.  
However, if mowed along roadsides during the 

mid-summer, plants may rebloom in late Fall 
from eight to ten-inch tall plants, providing a 
cluster of two or three terminal flowers. 

     Flower colors vary from pale lavender to 
violet-purple, and attract attention with large, 
protruding, contrasting bright yellow anthers. 
The five petals of the star-shaped, reflexed 

flower are accented with darker colored ridges 
down the center of each wavy edged petal. 

Wildflowers-of-Texas 
Dorothy Thetford Brown 

Common name:  Silver -leaf Nightshade  
Botanical name :  Solarum eleagnifolium 

Family:  Solanaceae 

Dorothy, a certified Master Natu-

ralist, past president of Trinity 
Forks Chapter of Native Plant 

Society and Upper Clear Creek 
Wildlife Mgmt. Assoc., enjoys 

photographing native plants of 
Texas.  Her "Wildflowers-of-

Texas" greeting card line is 
now available in our BJNC Gift 

Shop. She may be contacted at 
940-382-9344. 

 
Photo by Dorothy Thetford 

Brown. 

Texas Cooperative Extension                             

Texas Parks & Wildlife  Department 



 

     Chinese and Japanese natives are pushing out our Texas Natives at an alarming rate.  Especially 
aggressive are the Ligustrum family ð Chinese privet, Japanese privet, Glossy privet and Common 

privet.  These shrubs, once prized as wonderful landscape plants, have moved out on their own, 
with the help of birds, to take over large swaths of our native habitat.  They are so well adapted to 
our area that they out-compete all of our native plants and push them off the native prop-

erty.  Many areas that once were beautifully diverse native habitats are now solid stands of these 
non-native invaders. 
     All around the area we find whole stands of privet with nary another type of plant to be 

seen.  Even a vigorous campaign to eradicate them, with cutting, poisoning and even ripping out 
their roots, just slows the advance.  The best defense is to spot them before they take over an 
area. 
     Thatõs where you come in.  To see how aggressively these and other invasive plants are moving 

across Texas, you can see them mapped at http://www.texasinvasives.org/Mapping/
mapping.asp.  On that map all the Ligustrums begin with LI (for ligustrum).  To be part of the team 
that is spotting and reporting invasive plants, see the side box on Texas Invasives Training. 

Invasive plants are the second most aggressive force destroying our native habitats; second only to 
human beings.  The plants are gaining momentum and soon will be the largest destroyer of native 
habitat.  At the very least, we need to identify and stop planting new stands.  Next we need to 

identify and remove the ones that are already here.  For more information on invasive plants in 
your yard or garden, please visit http://www.wildflower.org/alternatives/index.php 
 

Marilyn Sallee is the Invaders Coordinator for the North Central Texas area.  She can be reached at  
txnativeplants@yahoo.com. 

  

Texas Invasives  

Training Class 
9am ð 4pm ð 
City of Plano  

Environmental  

Services Training 
Room  

OR 

Saturday, Oct. 4, 2008, 
9am-4pm  

Fort Worth  

Nature Center &  
Refuge 

  

Invasive plants destroy more 
acres of native habitat than 
any other force, except 

human activity. The Invad-
ers Program is an innovative 
campaign whereby volun-

teer "citizen scientists" are 
trained to help detect inva-
sive plants in their own local 

areas. They deliver that 
information into a national 
database and to those who 
can do something about it. 

The premise is simple. The 
more trained eyes watching 
for invasives, the better our 

chances of lessening or 
avoiding damage to our 
native landscape. 

 
The class will train volun-
teers to identify the invasive 

plants of our area and re-
port them to the national 
database.  The trackers will 

need a GPS unit and digital 
camera to record their data, 
and be able to upload it to 

the website.  The class cov-
ers training in how to use 
the devises and website. 

For more info and to sign 
up: http://
www.texasinvasives.org/
Citizen_Science/

become.html 
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Invaders In North Central Texas 
Marilyn Sallee 

Wildlife Hotline  

972.234.WILD (9453)  

www.dfwwildlife.org  
Providing Solutions for  

Injured Wildlife  

Orphaned Wildlife  

Wildlife Conflicts  

Wildlife Information  

Coyote Sighting Reports  

Wildspeak! Educational Programs  

DFW Wildlife Coalition,  

a non-profit volunteer operated wildlife hotline 

from 7:00am -10:00pm 

365 days / year 

http://www.texasinvasives.org/Mapping/mapping.asp
http://www.texasinvasives.org/Mapping/mapping.asp
http://www.wildflower.org/alternatives/index.php
http://www.texasinvasives.org/Citizen_Science/become.html
http://www.texasinvasives.org/Citizen_Science/become.html
http://www.texasinvasives.org/Citizen_Science/become.html
http://www.texasinvasives.org/Citizen_Science/become.html
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 NATURALISTS 

Natureõs Symphony  (contõd from page 8) 

purple berries. One of the largest stands of Spotted Beebalm 

in the area can be found along the trail. It is aromatic when 
crushed and the Native Americans used it as a natural insect 
repellent.  Mustang Grapes are ripe with thick clusters hanging 

in large pendants from hosting trees. This fruit was a staple for 
early jams and wines even with its tart flavors. It was well pro-
tected because of the gifts the vines provided. 

     The trails are filled with summer flowers that may be dif-
ferent but are just as beautiful. Each has its place in the ecosys-
tem. Silverleaf Nightshade, Black-eyed Susans, Common Sun-

flower, Golden Crownsbeard, Bull Nettle (yes, it has a beauti-
ful white flower!) and Texas Thistle are still in full color. 
     One of the best stands of Shagbark Hickory in the area 
forms a canopy over the trail at several locations. This year, 

each tree is heavy with its dense rounded nuts.  Coral Berry, a 
low shrub, is in full growth and in just a few months will be 
filled with its pinkish-purple berries giving color to a bleak 

winter landscape. Both Smooth Sumac and Flame-leaf Sumac 
are lush with growth.  Not to be overlooked is the beautiful 
and intricately flowered American Germander flower. Within 

the Southlake Cove Ecosystem, the Nature Center probably 
has the largest concentration of Germander flowers yet to be 
seen. 

     On my last walk on the trails, I saw my first Thirteen Lined 
Ground Squirrel in many years. This rarity along with occa-
sional early morning glimpses of the deer herd or a retreating 

Coyote, makes each walk in the Bob Jones Nature Center and 
Preserve my own little personal symphonyñone that will play 
in my memory for years to come.  

     Take a moment to walk the trails with a child. Then take 

the time to teach them of the natural symphony that is filled 

with beauty and wonder.  Allow them to begin to compose 

their own symphony they can still hum on some bright morn-

ing long after you are gone. What a treasure to leave for the 

future. 

Diamond-backed Water Snake  
(non-venomous but can be mean) Sightings  

From  

Staff 
The City of Southlake 

Parks Staff is on the 
frontline of òcritteró 
sightings (and contact).  

Their observations and 
documentation are in-
valuable to understand-

ing the urban pressures 
on native wildlife.  
Thanks, Dave and 

staff!!!!!   

Turkey sighting through the fences at the Softball Complex  

 Bull Snake (non-venomous) 

Photo by Madison McClellan 
Teen , 2nd Place 

2008 BJNC Photo Contest 


